
GREEN STREETS | GREEN JOBS | GREEN TOWNS INITIATIVE 

The Green Streets, Green Jobs, Green Towns Partnership (G3) aims to stimulate the green jobs market and enable families to work 

where they live and play. Small to mid-sized communities can boost their local economies and protect water resources through the 

use of watershed planning, design and construction of stormwater best management practices. 

City of Takoma Park Flower Avenue Green Street 

Project 

The City undertakes a green street project not only to provide water quality 

improvement, but community use. 

In spite of the lack of continuous, 

well-maintained sidewalks, people 

of all ages walk up and down 

Flower Avenue to get to and from 

work and school.  In 2010, the City 

realized it could work not only to 

improve the safety and community 

use concerns, but stormwater 

runoff from the road as well.  

 

The project was spearheaded by a 

conversation between the City and 

the Maryland State Highway 

Administration (SHA) to transfer 

ownership of the road from SHA to 

the City, along with $696,000 in 

reconstruction funds. The City then 

approached Montgomery County 

and the G3 grant program to secure 

additional design and 

reconstruction funds totaling 

$220,000. On July 18, 2013, the 

City was awarded $1,040,330 for 

the Flower Avenue project by the 

 

 

National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board. 

Since that time, the roadway’s final 

redesign is nearer completion and 

additional reconstruction dollars 

have been obtained. Construction is 

scheduled to commence in 2015. 

 

Together, these funds will pay for a 

community planning process, 

engineering design work, 

construction of a sidewalk on the 

east side of the roadway, 

installation of rain gardens and 

vegetated swales (to slow and filter 

stormwater), new crosswalks, and 

repaving of Flower Avenue. 

Additional improvements to bus 

stops, street lighting and 

stormwater facilities are planned. 

The project will reduce the runoff 

of polluted water into the nearby 

creek system while promoting safe 

pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular 

use. 

 

 

Green Streets, Green Jobs, Green Towns Initiative // Stories of Green Infrastructure 

 100s people engaged 

100-200 trees 

~20,000 sf rain garden 

 ~2 miles of green street 
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PROJECT ELEMENTS 

SUSTAINABILITY & GROWTH: ADDITIONAL GREEN ACTIVITIES 

For additional information: visit www.epa.gov and www.cbtrust.org. 

Project Partners: City of Takoma Park, 

Chesapeake Bay Trust, U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, Maryland Department of 

Natural Resources, RK&K, Mahan Rykiel 

Associates, Center for Watershed Protection 

PROJECT ELEMENTS 

• Impervious pavement removal– Removal of pavement – about 8 feet of 

roadway to narrow it – allows installation of other practices that treat stormwater. 

• Permeable pavers– Permeable pavement allows rain water to infiltrate and soak 

into the ground where it lands, rather than flowing off into the nearest storm 

drain..  

• Bioretention curb extensions and bioswales– These features filter and reduce 

stormwater runoff, allowing it to infiltrate into the ground, before it enters into 

the storm drain system. 

• Tree pits and stormwater planters– Extended tree pits and planters into the 

reduces impervious surface cover and also reduces street area, narrowing the road 

and slowing traffic, increasing likelihood of pedestrian use.  

• Increased Urban Tree Canopy– In urban areas a single tree can intercept from 

500 to  4,000 gallons per year. Even young, small trees help, capturing 50 gallons 

per year. Trees not only treat stormwater, they provide a host of other benefits, 

including energy cost reduction in both summer (shade) and winter (proper 

placement can result in the reduction of energy use by 20-50%), aesthetics, 

property value enhancement, business traffic enhancement, and health benefits. 

G3 Grant  Awarded:  $20,000 

Match Contribution:  $1,940,330 

Status:  65% Designs Completed; 

Construction slated for 2015 

The City of Takoma Park is a leader on many fronts with respect to community 

environmental sustainability. In the City’s long history of environmental 

programming it has led by example in its own operations through actions such 

as completing building energy retrofits, reducing its vehicle fleet size and 

maximizing fleet efficiency, achieving the U.S. Green Building Council’s 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification for its 

buildings, installing solar energy projects, and purchasing renewable energy for 

its facilities.  

 

In the community it has helped protect and enhance tree cover, promoted low-

impact development for managing stormwater, provided residential recycling 

opportunities, and promoted walkability. The City – in partnership with its 

Committee on the Environment (COE) –developed in 2014 a Sustainable 

Energy Action Plan. 

 

Seizing a significant opportunity, the City of Takoma Park has taken full 

advantage of the transfer of Flower Avenue’s ownership to redesign a street 

made only for cars to one that integrates the needs of all users. The City has 

worked diligently to expand its budget and planning efforts to ensure that 

stormwater, utility, bicycle, pedestrian, and public transportation 

accommodations are incorporated in the street’s redesign. Over time, the City 

believes that these long-term investments will reap rewards in terms of the 

overall health of the community, the local waterways, and the Chesapeake Bay 

watershed. 

Current stormwater and 
flooding in the project area  

Sligo Creek roaring during a storm event 


