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Agenda
• Brief intro into the goals of the city specifically from environmental services

• Why do we have these goals?

• What is RainScapes rewards?

• How does it help us reach our goal?

• Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) introduce the application process



City Goals



What is stormwater and why is there so 
much of it?

Rural Suburban Urban

10% runoff 20% runoff 55% runoff

25% shallow infiltration

40%
 evapotranspiration
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image modified from Baker et al. 2022



What is RainScapes Rewards?
• Rebate or reimbursement program to incentivize and reduce the installation 

costs of specific actions that improve water quality or reduce stormwater 
runoff. Up to $5,000 per household!

Water collection Conservation landscaping
$5-$6 per sq. ft.

Soil Testing
$20 per test$1 per gallon

Min 250 galMin 50 gal Min 200 ft sq. ft. Max 2 tests per yr.
*Photos shown from Rockville RainScapes program



What is RainScapes Rewards?
*New Categories of RainScapes for Gaithersburg!
Rain Garden
$10 per Sq. Ft

Tree canopy
$100 small tree
$150 large tree

Pavement removals
$7 per sq. ft. 

Porous Pavers
$14 per sq ft.

*Photos shown from Rockville RainScapes program

Min 75 Sq. Ft. 
Must be native! Min 100 Sq Ft Min 100 Sq Ft



How can the RainScapes help?
Capture stormwater Increase infiltration



How can the RainScapes help?
Treat stormwater Reduce nutrient inputs

Plant stems 
and leaves 
take up 
nutrients

Plant roots 
take up 
nutrients and 
water

Stems slow down 
water and trap 
particles 

Image from Clemson cooperative extension



How can the RainScapes help?
Increase 
biodiversity

Increase tree 
canopy

Goal 40% Canopy
Currently at: 34% amount



Eligibility 

- Single-family homes
- Multi-family home units
- Renters, with property owner 
approval
- Nonprofits (religious institutions, 
private schools, homeowners' 
associations and condominium 
associations)
- Must be within Gaithersburg City 
limits (gburg.md/StormwaterProgramFee)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0


Eligibility 

- Applicants are required to receive 
approval from HOAs (if applicable) 
- Applicants who are renters are 
required to receive approval from 
property owners (if applicable) 
- Applications are not eligible if they 
are associated with permit approval 
requirements for new building 
construction, additions, or renovations.  
- Applications must be submitted 
before the project has been installed. 



Document Checklists 

https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-program/
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Documentation Needed

- Property Owner Agreement 
- Homeowner association approval, if in 
an HOA
- Property owner approval, if a renter
- Required documents are outlined in the 
practice checklists 
(https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-
gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-
program/) 
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Rain Barrels & Cisterns 

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Barrel description/link

15

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Site plan
• Cistern description/link

Rain Barrel Checklist Cistern Checklist

https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Rain-Barrel-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Cistern-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
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Rain Garden & Conservation 
Landscape

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Planting plan (list of species & 

diagram)
• Percolation test

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Planting plan (list of species & 

diagram)

Rain Garden Checklist Conservation Landscaping Checklist

https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Rain-Garden-Rebate-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Conservation-Landscape-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
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Example Planting Plan
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Pavement Removal & 
Permeable Pavers

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Planting plan (list of species & 

diagram), if doing conservation 
landscape

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos 
• PICP contractor training documentation 
• Proposal from contractor
• Percolation test

Pavement Removal Checklist Permeable Pavers Checklist

https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Pavement-Removal-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Permeable-Pavers-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
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Tree Canopy & Soil Tests

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos & diagram
• Native species 
• Meets planting size requirement

Documentation Needed: 
• Site photos
• Description of tests

Tree Canopy Checklist Soil Test Checklist

https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Tree-Canopy-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Soil-Test-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf


Application Form 

1. Create an account 



Application Form 

1. Create an account 
2. Take eligibility quiz



Application Form 

1. Create an account 
2. Take eligibility quiz
3. Fill out pages 1-3 



Application Form 

1. Create an account 
2. Take eligibility quiz
3. Fill out pages 1-3 
4. Read and Sign the Property Owner 

Agreement 



Application Form 

1. Create an account 
2. Take eligibility quiz
3. Fill out pages 1-3 
4. Read and Sign the Property Owner 

Agreement 
5. Upload additional documentation needed 



Application Form 

1. Create an account 
2. Take eligibility quiz
3. Fill out pages 1-3 
4. Read and Sign the Property 

Owner Agreement 
5. Upload any additional 

documentation needed 
6. Fill out the tab related to your 

rebate practice 



26



Thank You!
For more information visit

cbtrust.org

Thank you!

gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
410-974-2941 x145

mailto:gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
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