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RainScapes Rewards

Reducing stormwater from the source

Presented by Megan Kelsall & Grace Dho
Environmental Services Division/The Chesapeake Bay Trust
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Agenda

« Brief intro into the goals of the city specifically from environmental services
« Why do we have these goals?

 What is RainScapes rewards?

 How does it help us reach our goal?

 Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) introduce the application process
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What is stormwater and why is there so
much of it?

21% shallow infiltration 10% shallow infiltration
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What is RainScapes Rewards?

* Rebate or reimbursement program to incentivize and reduce the installation
costs of specific actions that improve water quality or reduce stormwater
runoff. Up to $5,000 per household!

Water collection Conservation landscaping Soil Testing
$1 per gallon $5-$6 per sq. ft. $20 per test
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Min 50 gal Min 250 gal Min 200 ft sq. ft. Max 2 tests per yr.

*Photos shown from Rockville RainScapes progran
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What is RainScapes Rewards?

*New Categories of RainScapes for Gaithersburg!

Rain Garden Tree canopy Pavement removals Porous Pavers
$10 per Sq. Ft $100 small tree  ¢7 per sq. ft. $14 per sq ft.
$150 large tree

Min 75 Sq. Ft.

Must be native! Min 100 Sq Ft Min 100 Sq Ft
*Photos shown from Rockville RainScapes program
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How can the RainScapes help?

Capture stormwater Increase infiltration
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How can the RainScapes help?

Treat stormwater Reduce nutrient inputs

Plant stems
and leaves
take up

n 'éttré?ﬁg%low down

| water and trap
particles

Plant roots
take up
nutrients and
water

Image from Clemson cooperative extension
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How can the RainScapes help?

Increase Increase tree
canopy

Goal 40% Canopy
Currently at: 34% amount
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G Mersaure Stormwater Program Fee Search 2025

- Single-family homes

- Multi-family home units

- Renters, with property owner
approval

- Nonprofits (religious institutions,
private schools, homeowners'
associations and condominium
associations)

ity of Gaithersburg

- Must be within Gaithersburg City
limits (gburg.md/StormwaterProgramFee)



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0

icibili ™ CITY OF Ch K
Eligibility Qo CAITHERSBURG (?’Bai%?us?ta ©
]

- Applicants are required to receive
approval from HOAs (if applicable)

- Applicants who are renters are
required to receive approval from
property owners (if applicable)

- Applications are not eligible if they
are associated with permit approval
requirements for new building
construction, additions, or renovations.

- Applications must be submitted
before the project has been installed.
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https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-program/

City of Gaithersburg RainScapes Reward Program

Ra?nScapesm(Rewards

™ CITY OF
M GAITHERSBURG

Interested in learning more? Check the sidebar for webinar details to learn about the
program!

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is proud to partner with the City of Gaithersburg on its RainScapes Reward
Program. The Rainscapes Reward Program offers rebate incentives to homeowners, not-for-profit
arganizations, and others ta install practices that will improve stormwater runoff quality, reduce
pollution, and improve local stream and river health.

What this funds: Eight types of stormwater practices are eligible for rebates: rain barrels, cisterns,
rain gardens, conservation landscape, pavement remaval, pervious pavers, and soil tests.

* Montgomery County manages its stormwater program independently of the City of Gaithersburg
and therefore properties outside the City of Gaithersburg are not eligible.

Eligibility: An applicant must be the property owner, or a renter with permission from the property
owner. Check to make sure you're a resident by using our address check map:

gburg. md/StormwaterProgramFee. Applicants are not eligible for a rebate under this program if the
project is part of the permit approval requirements for new building construction or renovations.

Maximum rebate amounts: Each of the practices supported by the program has its own rebate
allowance based on the type

Tha trtal mavirmim rehatae amonnt ic €5000 ner nranarty nisner for recideantial nranerties and nnto

Program Status: OPEN

Interested applicants should review the
Program Guidance and Application
Instructions document prior to submitting
an application.

Funds are available on a first come, first
served basis, and demand for the program
this fiscal year has been high.

Deadline: Rolling. Applications are accepted
on an on-going basis.

Online Application

Applications are processed within two weeks
of submission and the applicant will receive
an email with next steps. All projects, with the
exception of soil tests, must be pre-
approved prior to project installation.

‘ Get Started with a New Application ‘

‘ Continue with a Previous Application ‘

Paper Application

Download the paper application form here or
contact us to get a copy mailed to you.

Fommelabn Hhn mmne e lie b e Frren e Hen
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https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-program/

Eligible Practic Frequent|
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Cistern Design Guidelines
Issue Date 7/1/2025

Cisterns Tree Canopy

**These guidelines ond criterio will be periodically updoted to ensure currency with the lotest
technical information ond best proctices - please verify that you have the latest version **

‘Written approval from the RainScapes Coordinator is required before you begin installation or
construction. Projects installed before approval will not qualify for rebates.

Cistern Requirements:
O Minimum size: 250 gallons
O Required elements:
o Inlet connected toa downspout.
o Secure lid and/or screen for safety and mosgquito control.
o Water spigot at the bottom of the cistern for releasing water.
Made of hard plastic or wood, no bags.
o Overflow with pipe that releases water on to the ground.
o Clear access for cleaning the inlets when necessary.
o Ifre-purposing a barrel, it needs to be food grade.
O Location reguirements:
©  Must be abowe ground.
& Must be on private property.
Installed on a solid, level support base.
= Overflow must drain ento a pervious surface (grass, garden, etc ) or back into the downspout.

Arain barrel is a container used to collect A cistern (essentially 3 larger version of a rain Plant native trees that can help slow runoff, o Positive overflow drainage outlet must be directed a minimum of 4ft away from building’s
and temporarily store rainwater that flows barrel) is a sealed tank used to collect a filter pollutants, provide shade and help local foundation and must not change the pre-existing flow path of stormwater.
from the rooftop. Install rain barrels that temporarily store rainwater that flows from birds and ather wildlife. s ";"' :”wkamnsubmlml,vnu willbe:eontacted for  preliminary Inspection to ensure s
stare and collect rain water from your roof to the rooftop. Collected water can be reused sultabillty.
help reduce runoff in your yard and reduce for nen-potable purposes such as watering Rebate allowance: $150/large tree; Documentstion Requirements:
pollutants to local streams. your flower garden, trees, or lawn. $100/small trees Tocompiete the application process, you will need to complete and submit the following:
Rebate allowance: $1/gallon Rebate allowance: $1/gallon Requirements: must be native species, Pre-installation:
H O Photosof the project site [up to five).
. . N . meet at least one of the follomng Eﬂt?l’\d (at O Location plan; indicate foundation area and plan [materials, thickness, width, drainage, etc.)
Requirements: must be at least 50 gallons Requirements: must be at least 250 gallons Ie_ast five-gallon pat, 5 feet tall, 1/2 inch O Cistern description, which may be submitted as a link in a ward dacument or POF
for all prope 25 far all prope es caliper), and planted between September of planned purchase.
prop P prop P P [ P
and May O A plan for winter drawdown/emptying, safe overflow, and mosguite management
O If applying as a homeowner within an HOA, condominium association, or non-profit,
Learn More and View Project Guidelines Learn More and View Project Guidelines you will need to upload a project approval letter from your organization's board .
‘ Learn Mare and View Project Guidelines ‘ O If applying as a renter, you will need to upload a project apgroval letter from the property owner.
O sign and submit the Property Owner Agreament.

Post-installation:
O Submit itemized receipts {tax will be subtracted).
| O schedule and pass final inspection.

| Mmlm el e ‘ | [ DRI o [ | | [y YUV ) I o PN
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Documentation Needed (g

- Property Owner Agreement

- Homeowner association approval, if in

an HOA
- Property owner approval, if a renter

- Required documents are outlined in the
practice checklists
(https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-
gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-
program/)

CITY OF Ch K
GAITHERSBURG @Baﬁ?ﬁfta ©

R é () K Chesapeake
G RainScapesh)Rewards (& s
Gaithersburg RainScapes Rewards Property Owner Agreement

This Agreement is between City of Gaithersburg, Maryland (the “City”), a municipal corporation of the State of
Maryland, and (“Participants” or “Property Owners”), owners of the
property located at (the “Property”) in Gaithersburg, Maryland. This
Agreement becomes effective once the designated representatives of both the Participant(s) and the City
(collectively, the “Parties”) have signed it.

The purpose of the Agreement is to specify the general terms and conditions of the Property Owner’s
participation in the City of Gaithersburg’s RainScapes Rewards Program (the “Program”).

Definitions

Rain barrel means a container that holds at least 50 gallons or more of precipitation for landscape
irrigation or other non-potable uses.

Cistern means a container that holds at least 250 gallons or more of precipitation for landscape irrigation or
other non-potable uses.

Rain Garden is a planted shallow depressicn that uses water-tolerant native plants and landscaping to treat
stormwater flowing from downspouts or hard (impervious) surfaces.

Conservation Landscaping is the removal of turf grass, impervious surface, and/or non-native invasive
species and replacement with plant species that have more extensive, deeper root systems.

Tree Canopy is the installation of native trees.

Pavement Removal means the removal of hard (impervious) surfaces and replacement with pervious
and/or native surfaces.

Permeable Pavers refers to a system of interlocking concrete pavers, installed in such a way that allows
water to filter through the gaps between the pavers to the specially prepared gravel layers and infiltrate
into the ground.

Soil testing is used to determine the fertility, health, and quality of soil.
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Rain Barrel Checklist Cistern Checklist

Documentation Needed: Documentation Needed:
* Site photos * Site photos
* Site plan

* Barrel description/link « Cistern description/link 15


https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Rain-Barrel-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Cistern-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf

Landscape 10l GAITHERSBURG
]

Rain Garden & Conservation CITY OF 7’Chesapeake
\(b\ Bay Trust

Rain Garden Checklist Conservation Landscaping Checklist

Documentation Needed: Documentation Needed:

* Site photos . Site photos
* Planting plan (list of species &

diagram) * Planting plan (list of species &
* Percolation test diagram) .


https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Rain-Garden-Rebate-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Conservation-Landscape-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf

. CITY OF
Example Planting Plan GAITHERSBURG

- NQ Chesapeake
<> Bay Trust

17



Pavement Removal & GCITY OF 7’Chesa cake
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Pavement Removal Checklist Permeable Pavers Checklist

Documentation Needed: Documentation Needed:

» Site photos * Site photos

. Plantmg plan (list of SpeC|eS & * PICP contractor training documentation
diagram), if doing conservation  Proposal from contractor
landscape * Percolation test 18


https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Pavement-Removal-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Permeable-Pavers-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf

Tree Canopy & Soil Tests G%%%ERSBURG (?’CBgi%?uftake
]

Tree Canopy Checklist Soil Test Checklist

Documentation Needed: Documentation Needed:
* Site photos & diagram

* Native species 5 o "
®
* Meets planting size requirement escription ot tests 5

* Site photos


https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Tree-Canopy-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Soil-Test-Instructions-and-Design-Guidelines_07012025.pdf
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1. Create an account

Applicant Portal

ENTER YOUR ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW

|

Email address*

bIaCI<bQUd This input is required

] Remember me

Sign in

Need help signing in? Create account

Powered by: () YourCause
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1. Create an account
2. Take eligibility quiz

City of Gaithersburg Eligibility Quiz

RainScapes! Rewards

(A Chesapeake
BayTrust

Applicant Information

@ Grace Dho

View Guidelines

ELIGIBILITY FORM QUESTIONS

Complete the required fields below.
Program is accepting applications

The following eligibility quiz is meant to assist you in determining if your project meets the
requirements of this award program.

Welcome and thank you for your interest in the Gaithershurg RainScape Reward Program!

Thic alicihilifg vadme ie mmannt fa accit vimes fn dafavinine Fon e meninet mmnnte tha camivammante af thic meameamn
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1. Create an account
2. Take eligibility quiz
3. Fill out pages 1-3

FORM QUESTIONS

Complete the required fields below.
Program is accepting applications

Steps to Complete the Online Application
All applicants must complete the following sections of the online application:
1. Applicant and Property Information

2. Project Information
3. Supporting Documents

1. Applicant and Property ... 2. Project Information 3. Supporting Documents 4. Rain Barrel/Cistern

& Download

5. Tree Canopy 6. Rain Garden/Conservation... More ~

After completing tabs 1 through 3, complete the remaining tabs (tabs 4 through 8) according to the practices/project types that you are interested in

installing (rain barrel/cistern, rain garden/conservation landscaping, urban tree canopy, pavement removal/permeable pavers, soil tests). The data you enter
in tabs 4 through 8 are not final project details and can be changed throughout the rebate process with the assistance of the RainScapes Reward Coordinator.

Note: If you are unsure what practice(s) might be suitable for your property, contact us to discuss or use estimates in your application to give the RainScapes
Reward Coordinator an idea of the practices you are interested in for your property.

What to Expect After You Submit Your Application

Applications are processed on a first come, first served basis, and are typically reviewed by the RainScapes Reward Coordinator within two weeks of
submitting the application. Upon completion of the review, the applicant will receive an email from the Rainscapes Reward Ceoordinator with next steps. This
email will normally include the request of additional project informaticn, if necessary, which must be completed in order to provide pre-approval. All projects,
except for soil tests, must be pre-approved prior to implementation. Applicants should not begin work on their project until they receive pre-approval.

TF vumn hava Anactinne ranzrdinAa tha annlicatian Aracace Ar ara avhariancina ang farhnical Aifficnlbiae nlazea ~rAantact Fha Troek o+ A1N.Q74.7044



Application Form

Create an account

Take eligibility quiz

Fill out pages 1-3

Read and Sign the Property Owner
Agreement

GCITY OF
# GAITHERSBURG

Chesapeake
@ BayTrBst
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Gaithersburg RainScapes Rewards Property Owner Agreement

This Agreement is between City of Gaithersburg, Maryland (the “City”), a municipal corporation of the State of
Maryland, and (“Participants” or “Property Owners”), owners of the
property located at (the “Property”) in Gaithersburg, Maryland. This
Agreement becomes effective once the designated representatives of both the Participant(s) and the City

(collectively, the “Parties”) have signed it.

The purpose of the Agreement is to specify the general terms and conditions of the Property Owner’s
participation in the City of Gaithersburg’s RainScapes Rewards Program (the “Program”).

Definitions

Rain barrel means a container that holds at least 50 gallons or more of precipitation for landscape
irrigation or other non-potable uses.

Cistern means a container that holds at least 250 gallons or more of precipitation for landscape irrigation or
other non-potable uses.

Rain Garden is a planted shallow depression that uses water-tolerant native plants and landscaping to treat
stormwater flowing from downspouts or hard (impervious) surfaces.

Conservation Landscaping is the removal of turf grass, impervious surface, and/or non-native invasive
species and replacement with plant species that have more extensive, deeper root systems.

Tree Canopy is the installation of native trees.

Pavement Removal means the removal of hard (impervious) surfaces and replacement with pervious
and/or native surfaces.

Permeable Pavers refers to a system of interlocking concrete pavers, installed in such a way that allows
water to filter through the gaps between the pavers to the specially prepared gravel layers and infiltrate
into the ground.



Application Form

Create an account

Take eligibility quiz

Fill out pages 1-3

Read and Sign the Property Owner
Agreement

< ‘\" i

Upload additional documentation needed
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Create an account
Take eligibility quiz ronaumons
Fill out pages 1-3

Program is accepting applications

1. Applicant and Property I... 2. Project Information 3. Supporting Documents 4. Rain Barrel/Cistern 5. Tree Canopy 6. Rain Garden/Conservation... More ~
. 7. Pavement Removal/Permeable
‘ a a n I g n ‘ ro p‘ r y Steps to Complete the Online Application Pavers
All applicants must complete the following sections of the online application: 8. Soil Test

6. Demographics & Survey

A m t 1. Applicant and Property Information
W n e r g re e e n 2. Project Information

3. Supporting Documents
: . After completing tabs 1 through 3, complete the remaining tabs (tabs 4 through 8) according to the practices/project types that you are interested in
p O a a n y a I I O n a installing (rain barrel/cistern, rain garden/conservation landscaping, urban tree canopy, pavement removal/permeable pavers, soil tests). The data you enter
in tabs 4 through 8 are not final project details and can be changed throughout the rebate process with the assistance of the RainScapes Reward Coordinator.

Note: If you are unsure what practice(s) might be suitable for your property, contact us to discuss or use estimates in your application to give the RainScapes

L]
d O C u m e n t a t I O n n e e d e d Reward Coordinator an idea of the practices you are interested in for your property.

What to Expect After You Submit Your Application

F 1 | I t t h t b I t d t Applications are processed on a first come, first served basis, and are typically reviewed by the RainScapes Reward Coordinator within two weeks of

I O u e a re a e O yO u r submitting the application. Upon completion of the review, the applicant will receive an email from the Rainscapes Reward Coordinator with next steps. This
email will normally include the request of additional project information, if necessary, which must be completed in order to provide pre-approval. All projects,
except for soil tests, must be pre-approved prior to implementation. Applicants should not begin work on their project until they receive pre-approval.

L]
re b a te p ra Ct I C e If you have guestions regarding the application process or are experiencing any technical difficulties, please contact the Trust at 410-974-2941
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RainScapes Reward Workflow R

Apbplication form Trust Follows Up for Pre-Installation Site
PI:: leted _. Site Visit & Additional _’ Visit & Document
TP Documents Submission

Post-Installation Site

Practice is Pre- Practice
—. —’ Visit & Reciept
Approved Installed . i
Submission

26
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Thank you!

gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
410-974-2941 x145

Thank You!

For more information visit

cbtrust.org


mailto:gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
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