
 
  

 
 

 
 

Chesapeake Conservation Corps 2021-2022 Corps Member 
Placements 

Placements and Bios 
Allyson Bartell, Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 
Resource Assessment Service 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Allyson “Ally” will serve her year at Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, where she will assist in measuring stream 
and storm flow and conducting geomorphological surveys, as 
well as water quality data collection and analysis. She will also 
compile stream restoration monitoring data and interpret results 
which will be shared with many audiences. Ally is a recent 
graduate from Johns Hopkins University where she earned a 
B.S. in Environmental Science. Ally’s favorite classes included 
sustainable food systems, Inca art history, and environmental 
anthropology; in her free time, you can find her hiking, 
gardening, and reading. 
 

Jack Beckham, Severn River Association 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Jack is coming from Boston College to join the Corps. He 
recently graduated with a degree in Environmental Studies and 
a minor in Hispanic Studies. Jack previously interned at 
Resources Environmental Services and is a big runner and 
outdoors enthusiast. During his Corps year Jack will assist with 
weekly water quality monitoring, and an on-the-water Floating 
Classroom educational program. Jack will also coordinate 
volunteers on a variety of monitoring activities, develop 
watershed assessments of the Severn River and obtain a 
Maryland Boating License. 

 
Clara Brill-Carlat, American Chestnut Land Trust 
Prince Frederick, Calvert County 
During her placement at American Chestnut Land Trust Clara 
will focus on science and restoration. She will work with and 
lead volunteer groups in various land management activities 
including invasive species removal, meadow establishment, 
hiking trail maintenance, property monitoring, and forest and 
wildlife diversity surveys. Clara recently graduated from Smith 
College with a degree in geology. She is a native Baltimorean 
and is excited to contribute to the conservation of Maryland’s 
natural resources. In her free time, she likes to go on long walks 
and write limericks. 



Kathryn Burcham, Prince George’s County Public Schools, 
William S. Schmidt Outdoor Education Center 
Brandywine, Prince George’s County 
Kathryn will serve her year at The Schmidt Center leading 
students and teachers to implement environmental lessons, 
conduct field restoration projects, practice animal care, facilitate 
team building, and assist with professional development 
opportunities for teachers. Prior to joining the Corps, Kathryn 
graduated from St. Mary’s College of Maryland with a bachelor’s 
degree in Biology. Kathryn is looking forward to building 
meaningful connections and gaining new experiences through 
the Corps. 

 
Lucy Burnam, The Community Ecology Institute 
Columbia, Howard County 
Lucy recently graduated from the University of Mississippi with a 
degree in Journalism and a focus on photography, videography, 
and marketing. Lucy spent the summer in Hawaii on a 
sustainable coffee farm learning about their process, and how to 
harvest pineapples, mangos, cacao, and ice cream beans. 
During her Corps year Lucy will assist at the Institute’s new 
urban organic farm tending the farm and gardens using 
regenerative agriculture principles and will be coordinating 
among the local community organizations. 
 

Selina Cheng, Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 
Resource Assessment Service  
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
During her year in the Corps Selina will support the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources’ freshwater mussel restoration 
project by conducting field surveys, producing and culturing 
mussels in a hatchery, collecting data, conducting feasibility 
studies, and developing new outreach material to highlight 
conservation efforts. Selina will be moving back east from 
Alaska to join the Corps; in Alaska, she assisted with long-term 
monitoring of Arctic lakes. Selina attended the University of 
Virginia where she recently received a dual degree in 
Environmental Science and English. 

 
Joshua Cohen, Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake   
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Joshua is a recent graduate from Washington College where he 
earned a degree in Environmental Science and minored in 
Chesapeake Regional Studies and Music. He has spent time 
this year working in Arizona at a nature center, with Habitat for 
Humanity in North Carolina, and at outdoor conference centers 
in Kansas, on top of helping with the vaccination effort in Albany. 
This year he will lead online and in-person educational events 
and coordinate volunteer involvement in restoration projects for 
Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake (IPC). Joshua will also 
help coordinate IPC’s One Water Partnership. 



Virginia Davis, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Patuxent Research Refuge 
Laurel, Anne Arundel County 
Virginia “Genny” grew up in Richmond, Virginia and attended school at Warren Wilson College 
where she majored in Environmental Studies and minored in Environmental Policy. Genny says 
that growing up in the Chesapeake Bay watershed has shaped her love of the outdoors and that 
she is excited to begin to explore Maryland. While at the Patuxent Research Refuge Genny will 
work on partnership development and environmental education in the urban corridor between 
Baltimore and Washington, DC. She will also work to foster meaningful adoption by the Refuge 
of best practices for urban engagement under four Critical Engagement Elements in the Urban 
Wildlife Conservation Program Strategic Plan (Community-focused, Intentional, Inclusive, 
Collaborative). 
 

Laura Exar, Anne Arundel County Department of Recreation 
and Parks, Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary 
Lothian, Anne Arundel County 
Laura will work with Jug Bay in creating a sensory garden, 
supporting invasive species control efforts, designing and 
conducting a community science herpetological survey, and 
promoting outdoor environmental education through classrooms 
in the field. Laura recently graduated from the University of 
Maryland, College Park where she studied Environmental 
Science and Policy with a concentration in Marine and Coastal 
Management and a minor in Sustainability Studies. She hopes 
to go on to pursue a Master’s in marine and estuarine science. 

Prior to the Corps, she worked at the National Aquarium in Baltimore. 
 
Avery Farrell, Howard County Office of Community 
Sustainability  
Ellicott City, Howard County 
Avery “Ave”, who majored in Geography and Environmental 
Science at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, hopes 
to gain knowledge about climate change mitigation during her 
time in the Corps. She likes to walk/hike, crochet, create 
YouTube videos and in the spring and summer watch 
thunderstorms. While at Howard County’s Office of Community 
Sustainability for her year with the Corps, Ave will work to 
engage county employees, businesses, and residents in saving 
energy, reducing litter, and combatting climate change. 

 
Christy Ferguson, The Community Ecology Institute 
Columbia, Howard County 
Christy graduated from the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County with a major in Environmental Science and Geography. 
Christy spent the summer learning about environmental 
education programs, restoration monitoring, wildlife surveys, 
and water quality monitoring with the Maryland Coastal Bays 
Program. This year Christy will support the Institute’s 
educational programming at the intersections of environment, 
health, and equity and will coordinate garden installations at 
several community locations. 
 



Quinae West, Towson University (Center for STEM 
Excellence) 
Baltimore City 
Quinae was recently married and is a proud mom. She is 
currently working on her associate degree from Harford 
Community College. She has a passion for environmental 
science and has particular interest in learning about habitat 
restoration, sustainability, and marine conservation. During her 
time with Towson University’s Center for STEM Excellence, 
Quinae will develop activities and facilitate programs designed to 
foster a sense of stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay in 
Maryland’s K-12 students. 

 
Jacob Honn, National Aquarium 
Baltimore City  
During the course of Jacob’s year, he will assist with the 
Aquarium’s activities and programs designed to stop plastic 
pollution, combat climate change, save wildlife, and restore 
habitats. Jacob graduated from Earlham College in Indiana with a 
degree in biology and even spent a semester abroad in New 
Zealand. He spent the last year managing Maryland 
Environmental Trust’s volunteer easement monitoring program. 
He has recently gotten into mycology, birding, and gardening and 
spends a lot of time outdoors. 
 

Mary Hoover, American Chestnut Land Trust 
Prince Frederick, Calvert County 
Mary will assist with the American Chestnut Land Trust’s one-
acre sustainable agriculture farm as farm manager and will 
support farm-related community outreach. She will also 
participate in the Maryland Master Naturalist program. Mary was 
born and raised in Omaha Nebraska and will be joining the 
Corps following a summer working on an organic strawberry 
farm in Vermont. She is a recent graduate from Creighton 
University where she earned a degree in Environmental Science 
and minored in Sustainability Studies and Spanish. In her free 
time, Mary likes hiking, thrifting, playing soccer and tennis, and 
hanging out with her cat. 
 

Kathryn Kavanagh, Maryland Coastal Bays Program 
Berlin, Worcester County 
Kathryn “Katie” will work with the science and restoration staff on 
water quality monitoring, oyster gardening, wetland monitoring, 
anadromous fish sampling, and restoration project construction. 
She will also work in education designing and leading meaningful 
educational programs, field excursions, and activities in and 
around the watershed. Katie graduated from Lafayette College in 
PA with a dual degree in Environmental Science and 
International Affairs. She loves working with kids and has a 
background in environmental education. Mary is working at 
Schuylkill Center in Philadelphia this summer. 



Spencer Kessinger, Robinson Nature Center 
Columbia, Howard County 
Spencer will serve her year at Robinson Nature Center where 
she will learn to teach educational programs to people of all 
ages, take care of a live animal collection, and learn about all 
the behind the scenes work that makes a large nature center 
run smoothly. Spencer is a recent graduate from St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland with a degree in Environmental Studies 
and minors in Biology and Education. Spencer likes 
walking/hiking, snuggling with her dogs, kayaking, and learning 
about pollinators. 
 

James Looper, U.S. National Park Service Fort McHenry 
National Monument and Historic Shrine  
Baltimore City 
At the National Park Service James “Jimmy” will be researching 
Chesapeake Bay climate change data, creating and 
implementing an interpretative program related to climate 
change, analyzing Trail GIS data and creating maps; and 
participating in outreach events. Jimmy graduated from 
Washington College with a double major in Environmental 
Studies and Anthropology and has formerly worked at the 
National Aquarium in Baltimore and with NOAA in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
 

Amelia Lowe, Chesapeake Conservancy 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
During her year of service Amelia will be a key member of the 
Chesapeake Conservation Partnership dedicated to meeting 
the Bay Program’s land conservation goals and new goals to 
conserve 30% of lands in the watershed by 2030. She will learn 
and contribute to many cutting-edge policies and programs. 
Amelia is a recent graduate from the College of William and 
Mary where she double majored in Environmental Science & 
Policy and History. Her career interests include sustainable 
urban development, science communication, and corporate 
sustainability. On Sunday mornings you can find her at the 
Dupont Circle Farmer’s Market. 

 
Lorenzo Mack-Johnson, Waterfront Partnership of 
Baltimore 
Baltimore City 
During Lorenzo’s year in the Corps he will learn about local 
clean water issues, engage diverse public audiences, and 
conduct field work at the waterfront and in East Baltimore 
neighborhoods through the Waterfront Partnership’s Healthy 
Harbors Initiative. Lorenzo is completing his bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Sustainability from the University of Baltimore. He 
is working to become a Maryland Master Naturalist and is 
excited about the community engagement and oyster restoration 
work he will be involved in.  



 
Declan Murphy, Howard County Conservancy  
Woodstock, Howard County 
Declan will plan and execute environmental program activities 
for K-12 school programs, a summer nature camp, and the 
Conservancy’s brand-new nature preschool. Additionally, he will 
oversee daily care and educational presentations of nature 
center animals including the barred owl, eastern black rat snake, 
terrapin, chickens, and goats. Declan recently graduated from 
Swarthmore College with a degree in Environmental Studies and 
Biology. This summer, Declan is collecting data on 
Philadelphia’s new plastic bag ban. 

 
Julissa Murrieta, The Nature Conservancy 
Bethesda, Montgomery County 
Julie graduated from the University of Maryland, College Park 
with a degree in Biological Sciences with a concentration in 
Ecology and Evolution and a minor in Sustainability Studies. In 
her free time, she enjoys hiking, reading, embroidery, puzzling, 
and snuggling with her cat. For her year with the Corps, 
Julissa’s work will range from researching forest health and 
resilience in the Central Appalachians to blue carbon and 
coastal resiliency on the Eastern Shore. She will even learn how 
to execute controlled burning. 
 

Christopher Orozco-Fletcher, U.S. National Park Service Chesapeake Bay 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
During his placement with the National Park Service, 
Christopher will staff the “Chesapeake Roving Ranger” mobile 
interpretive vehicle and will develop and conduct interpretive 
outreach and educational programming to promote the 
understanding and stewardship of the cultural, natural, 
recreational, and historic resources of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. Christopher is a recent college graduate from 
Earlham College in Indiana where he studied Environmental 
Sustainability with a focus in Resource Conservation. 
Christopher is a proud Eagle Scout and enjoys contra dancing, 
drawing, hiking, ultimate frisbee, biking, and traveling. 
 

Pamela Pina, Maryland Environmental Service 
Millersville, Anne Arundel County 
During her year of service Pamela will work with the Geospatial 
and Engineering Service’s division at Maryland Environmental 
Service and learn how GIS can be utilized in a multitude of 
situations for planning, implementing, and evaluating 
stormwater projects throughout the State. Pamela is a graduate 
from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County with a degree 
in Environmental Science and Geography. She has previously 
done work with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and enjoys 
walking and playing with her puppy in her free time.  
 



Andrew Rapp, U.S. Geological Survey: Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Center 
Laurel, Prince George’s County 
Andrew will serve his year with the Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center and will focus on monitoring a variety of avian species 
on Poplar Island and as well as method development 
(unmanned aircraft systems and thermal imaging). Andrew 
recently graduated from the College of William and Mary with a 
double major in Biology and Environmental Science & Policy. 
Andrew spent his summer as a first mate on a fishing boat off 
the coast of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina to learn about 
seabirds, marine mammals, and fisheries. 
 

Jack Ruszkowski, Accokeek Foundation 
Accokeek, Prince George’s County 
During his year Jack will work as the Pasture Restoration 
Specialist with the Accokeek Foundation. Jack will spend time 
sampling and identifying native and invasive plant species within 
livestock pastures, mapping plant species sampled using 
ArcGIS, and developing and implementing an integrated 
livestock plan for invasive species management and pasture 
restoration. Jack is a recent graduate from the College of 
William and Mary with a degree in Anthropology. He has an 
interest in agriculture and forestry projects, particularly those 
relating to soil health and sustainable agriculture. 

 
Bethany Sims, Town of Edmonston 
Edmonston, Prince George’s County 
Bethany will spend her year with the Town of Edmonston where 
she will focus on community engagement and education 
programs for the residents of Edmonston. She will also be 
involved with development of environmental policy for the Town 
and will work with the urban forestry and energy programs. 
Bethany has a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies and 
a minor in Political Studies from Towson University. She is 
driven by the need to protect vulnerable animals and preserve 
their habitat. In her free time, Bethany loves painting and 
drawing scenes. 
 

Caroline Spiccioli, Maryland Department of the 
Environment 
Baltimore City 
During her year in the Corps Caroline will work with the 
Maryland Department of the Environment non-point source 
watershed planning program to develop or update watershed 
plans that meet EPA requirements. Caroline has a bachelor’s 
degree in Environmental Studies from The University of 
Vermont in Burlington Vermont. Caroline is interested in climate 
resilience and hopes to influence the way urban communities’ 
function to incorporate climate and environmental justice 
policies. 



Samina Soin-Voshell, Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources: Chesapeake Bay Natural Estuarine Research 
Reserve 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Working with the Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research 
Reserve this year, Samina will build estuarine and environmental 
literacy through programs with teachers, students, and 
communities that will connect them to the Bay and move them to 
take action toward its protection and restoration. Samina 
graduated from Washington College with a dual degree in 
Environmental Science and Biology with a minor in Chesapeake 
Regional Studies. 
 

Shannon Thomas, Chesapeake Conservancy 
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 
Shannon will work with the Chesapeake Conservancy at 
Susquehanna University during her year with the Corps, where 
she will grow a new program using the latest innovations in 
riparian forest buffer science to improve creeks and streams. 
She will also train students and partners to use geospatial data 
to identify where restoration will make the biggest water quality 
impacts. Shannon recently graduated from Washington College 
with a degree in Environmental Science and minors in 
Chesapeake Bay Regional Studies and Chemistry. 
 

Devin Valcich, U.S. National Park Service Chesapeake Bay  
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Devin earned her bachelor’s degree from Washington College in 
Environmental Studies and a minor in Chesapeake Regional 
Studies. She was able to study abroad during college in Ireland, 
Belize, and Guatemala. Throughout the next year Devin will staff 
the “Chesapeake Roving Ranger” mobile interpretive vehicle and 
will develop and conduct interpretive outreach and educational 
programming to promote the understanding and stewardship of 
the cultural, natural, recreational, and historic resources of the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
 
Sally Watanabe, ECO City Farms 
Riverdale, Prince George’s County 

Sally will spend her year in the Corps with ECO City Farms. She 
will cultivate sustainably grown food year-round; turn local food 
waste into rich compost; educate local youth and families about 
food, health, and the environment; engage in hands-on trainings 
and permaculture projects on the farm; and be involved in 
outreach and community organizing for urban 
farming/environmental restoration. Sally recently graduated 
from the University of Richmond with a degree in Psychology. 
She is passionate about sustainability, social justice, and 
nurturing the relationship between people and nature/animals. 
Other passions of Sally include music, anything outdoors, yoga, 
painting, and exploring spirituality. 



 
Lexi Watson, Maryland Department of the Environment 
Baltimore City 
Lexi recently graduated from Old Dominion University in Norfolk Virginia with a degree in Marine 
Biology and a minor in Conservation Leadership. Over the 
summer, Lexi is working with the Kiawah Conservancy in South 
Carolina. In her free time, she likes hiking/ camping, surfing/ 
paddle boarding, snorkeling, reading, and dancing. This year 
with the Maryland Department of the Environment, Lexi will build 
off a previous Corps Member’s data collection and analysis of 
living shorelines by compiling the data into a GIS format that can 
be linked to a GIS data layer (for mapping). She will also expand 
data collection and analysis of living shoreline projects that 
impacted submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) and evaluate the 
long-term impacts on SAV. Finally, Lexi will evaluate the impacts 
of home values related to living shoreline vs. hardened shoreline 
installation. 
 
Rylee Wernoch, Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 
Edgewater, Anne Arundel County 
During her year at The Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC), Rylee will work to 

understand the interests of local stakeholder and community 
organizations and identify areas of overlap between those needs 
and SERC’s scientific expertise. Rylee will work with SERC 
researchers and public engagement staff to plan and develop 
community-scientist partnerships and will gain experience with 
public engagement in science, science communication, and 
project development. Rylee recently graduated from Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges with degrees in Biology and 
Environmental Studies and a minor in Africana Studies. Rylee is 
interested in scientific communication, environmental justice and 
marine conservation and is spending the summer as a head 
instructor of a junior sailing program.  
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