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Rain Barrel

1. Environmental services city goals
2. Why do we have these goals
3. What is RainScapes Rewards?
4. Program Eligibility
5. Required Documents and Rebate Allowances
6. Eligible Project Types
7. How to Apply



City Goals
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What is stormwater and why is there so 
much of it?
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What is RainScapes Rewards?
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• Program to incentivize projects that help reduce 
stormwater volume, and keep it clean

• Provides guidance on how to complete projects for 
optimum effectiveness, and provides a small 
rebate to reduce the cost burden

• Funded by the City of Gaithersburg who partnered 
with the Chesapeake bay Trust for administrative 
assistance for the residents of Gaithersburg

• Project completion: June 1, 2027



- Single-family homes

- Multi-family home units

- Renters, with property owner approval

- Nonprofits (religious institutions, private 
schools, homeowners associations and 
condominium associations)

- Must be within Gaithersburg City limits 
(gburg.md/StormwaterProgramFee)

Eligibility

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgburg.md%2FStormwaterProgramFee&data=05%7C02%7Cgdho%40cbtrust.org%7Cd6e4d2f6c3654dc664f608ddb4ead7a3%7C005f78dd2dfd45e69e1cbe0ac82fd46c%7C0%7C0%7C638865642916555084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Thc35CbDFJI9HVf2jxEcjNGlNBMkh6EorAuStqFzVwM%3D&reserved=0


- Applicants are required to receive approval from 
HOAs (if applicable) 

- Applicants who are renters are required to receive 
approval from property owners (if applicable) 

- Applications are not eligible if they are associated 
with permit approval requirements for new building 
construction, additions, or renovations.  

- Applications must be submitted before the project 
has been installed. 

Eligibility



https://cbtrust.org/grants/city-of-gaithersburg-rainscapes-reward-program/

Requirement Checklist Documents
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Rebate Allowances

Rebate Practice Rebate Allowance

Rain Barrel $1/gal.

Cistern $1/gal.

Pavement Removal
$7/sq. ft. if replacing with conservation landscaping

$3/sq. ft. if replacing with sod

Permeable Pavers $14/sq. ft.

Rain Garden $10/sq. ft.

Conservation 
Landscaping

$6/sq. ft. with soil improvement

$5/sq. ft. without soil improvement

Tree Canopy

$150/large tree

$100/small tree

$150/invasive tree removed

Soil Test $20/test



Rain Barrels
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Rain Barrel

A container used to collect and temporarily 
store rainwater that flows from the rooftop. 
- Reduce runoff in your yard
- Reduce pollutants running into local waterways
- Water can be reused for non-potable purposes 

such as watering flowers, trees, or lawn

Requirements: 
- Rain Barrels must be at least 50 gal.



Cisterns 
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Cisterns

A sealed tank used to collect and temporarily 
store rainwater that flows from the rooftop. 
- Reduce runoff in your yard
- Reduce pollutants running into local waterways
- Water can be reused for non-potable purposes 

such as watering flowers, trees, or lawn

Requirements: 
- Cisterns must be at least 250 gal.
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Pavement Removal

Before

After

Remove impervious surfaces 
such as patios, walkways, or 
excess driveway.
Can be replaced with 
conservation landscaping or 
sod.

Requirements: 
- Must be at least 100 sq. ft. of pavement 

removed
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Permeable Pavers

Permeable Pavers Close-up

Replace your existing driveway, 
patio, walkway, etc. with a 
paver system designed to allow 
rainwater to soak back into the 
ground.

Requirements: 
- Permeable Pavers must be 

installed by a qualified contractor, 
at least 100 sq. ft. of permeable 
pavers installed
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Rain Garden

Rain Garden

A planted shallow depression that uses 
water-tolerant native plants and 
landscaping to soak up stormwater 
runoff.
- Habitat for pollinators
- Aesthetically pleasing
- Captures and filters water on your property

Requirements: 
- Rain Gardens must be at least 75 sq. ft.
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Conservation Landscaping

Conservation Landscaping

Replace lawn, bare soil, or non-native 
invasive plants with plants native to the 
Chesapeake Bay region.
- Low cost, sustainable alternative to traditional 

landscaping
- Helps pollinators
- Creates wildlife habitat
- Beautifies your yard

Requirements: 
- Conservation landscaping must be at 

least 200 contiguous sq. ft.
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Conservation Landscaping

Example DIY Planting Plan

Example Contractor Planting Plan
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Tree Canopy

Trees installed

Plant native trees that can help slow runoff, 
filter pollutants, provide shade and help 
local birds and other wildlife. 
Optionally, remove invasive tree species to 
further protect our habitats.

Requirements: 
- Trees planted must be native species, meet at 

least one of the following criteria (at least 5 gal. 
pot, 5 feet tall, 1/2 in. caliper), and planted 
between September and May. 

- Invasive trees removed must be a pre-
approved invasive species, and must be 
replaced with a native tree.
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Soil Test

Location for soil test

Test your soil to determine its fertility, health, 
and quality.
- Can help you determine what’s right for your 
garden

Requirements: 
- Maximum of two rebates per year 

for up to $40 per property.



Application Form

1. Go to www.cbtrust.org/login for video tutorials, FAQs, and helpful tips

http://www.cbtrust.org/login


Application Form

1. Go to www.cbtrust.org/login for video tutorials, FAQs, and helpful tips
2. Log in or create your account

http://www.cbtrust.org/login


Application Form

1. Go to www.cbtrust.org/login for video tutorials, FAQs, and helpful tips
2. Log in or create your account
3. Select the City of Gaithersburg RainScapes Rewards Program on the “Funding 

Opportunities” tab

http://www.cbtrust.org/login


Application Form

4. Complete the eligibility quiz and click “Save Draft,” then “Submit”



Application Form

4. Complete the eligibility quiz and click “Save Draft,” then “Submit”
5. Complete the “Applicant Information” and “RainScapes” tabs of the application 
form, ensuring you upload the Property Owner Agreement and any additional 
documentation required for your practice, then click “Submit Full Application”



25



Thank You!
For more information visit

cbtrust.org

Thank you!

gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
410-974-2941 x150

mailto:gaithersburgrebate@cbtrust.org
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