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Prince George’s County Community Gardens Mini Grant Program–
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the requirements for defining the community, and who should have access to the garden? 
A: The community garden must be available to all members of a specific community. If there are any limitations on access, such as days or times when the garden will be closed, proposals should clearly indicate when the garden will be open and how community members will have access. 
Q: What are the requirements for the water source? 
A: We recommend that the water source is within 100 linear feet of the community garden. If water sources are further than 100 linear feet, please contact the Trust for help determining water sources for your community garden. Water sources can include a hose, rain barrel, etc. 
Q: What are the requirements for soil testing for community gardens? 
A: A soil test must be performed before installing or expanding the community garden, but they do not have to be conducted prior to applying, and their cost can be included as part of the application. If including a soil test in the budget, allocate $50 in the budget to complete testing through the University of Delaware (https://www.udel.edu/canr/cooperative-extension/environmental-stewardship/soil-testing/). If there is a concern that heavy metals may be found at the site because of past land use, there may be additional testing requirements.
Any soil tests that are completed prior to your application are not reimbursable. If you need assistance conducting a soil test, reach out to the Trust prior to submitting your application. 
Q: What are the requirements for a site visit, and how do we go about scheduling a site visit with the Trust Staff? 
A: We prefer that applicants schedule a pre-application site visit with the Trust and Prince George’s County DoE to evaluate the proposed community garden. Applicants may schedule this site visit by reaching out to Whitney Vong (wvong@cbtrust.org).
Q: What should be included in the sketch of our community garden? Do you provide a template for the sketch, or should we provide our own? 
A: A sketch of your community garden is required at the time you submit your application to the Trust. The sketch should include the total square footage of the garden, the location of the water source, the garden beds (please specify whether they are in-ground or raised), and the plants to be installed in the beds. If there are any structures on the plot such as a shed for tools, please include that in the sketch as well. Please reference the provided community gardens sketch guidelines on our website: https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Community-Gardens-Sketch-Template_Updated.pdf.
Q: Does this program fund beekeeping projects. 
A: While this program can fund a limited amount of beekeeping supplies, the primary goal of the program is to produce land cover change through the creation of garden beds. Applications that have most or all of the proposed budget going towards beekeeping supplies will not be competitive. We encourage applicants to consider installing pollinator gardens instead.  
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