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The Clean Water Fund was 

awarded in 2015 to build 

awareness among underserved 

communities of Capitol Heights 

in watershed stewardship. 

 

Resident engagement in Prince 

George’s County is critical to 

the advancement of 

stormwater management goals, 

since a third of the County’s 

paved surface is within 

residential spaces. The Clean 

Water Fund worked to engage 

residents through door-to-door 

canvassing outreach. Their 

approach was to introduce the 

issue at hand—stormwater 

runoff—and present low-

intensity solutions residents 

could enact. For this project, 

the low-intensity solution 

selected was downspout 

disconnection, which redirects 

stormwater to planted areas 

where the it can be soaked into 

the ground. 

 

The Clean Water Fund was able 

to engage with residents and 

successfully disconnect 86 

downspouts. This 

disconnection redirected 

stormwater runoff from 

approximately 2.37 acres of 

residential roofs, that would 

have otherwise flown into local 

streams and rivers. 

 

The Clean Water Fund 

ultimately achieved their goal 

of conducting outreach to and 

engaging residents in activities 

to protect local watersheds. In 

the future, they plan to expand 

their work to other areas of the 

County and the Chesapeake 

Bay region. 
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